
 

 

EXPAND YOUR FRAME OF REFERENCE (1 Samuel) 
 

 THE EMERGENCE OF DAVID (17-20) SAUL AND NABAL (24-26) 

 
Saul vs. 
Goliath 

(17:1-11, 24) 

David vs. 
Goliath 

(17:34-37, 
40-54) 

Saul meets 
David 

(17:31-39) 

Saul with 
David 

(18:5, 13-14) 

Saul vs. 
David 

(18:6-16) 

Jonathan 
with David 

(18:1-4; 
20; 23:15-18) 

David’s men 
vs. 

Saul 
(24, 26) 

David 
vs. 
Sau 

(24, 26)l 

David 
vs. 

Nabal 
(25) 

Activating 
Event (A) 

Goliath’s 
challenge to 
the army of 

Israel 

Goliath’s 
challenge to 
the army of 

Israel 

David 
volunteers to 
fight Goliath 

David defeats 
Goliath 

Women 
praise David 
more than 

Saul 

David loved 
by Israel but 

hated by Saul 

Saul was at 
David’s 
mercy 

Saul was at 
David’s 
mercy 

Nabal 
refused 
David’s 

request for 
provisions 

Confronta-
tion by 
Abigail 

Belief 
System (B) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Consequent 
Emotion (C) 

Dismayed 
and greatly 

afraid 

Anger; 
Courage 

1) Brothers: 
Anger; 
2) Saul: 

Incredulity; 
3) Goliath: 

Disdain 

Glad 

1) Anger; 
2) Envy; 
3) Fear 

4) Hatred 

Love 
Anger; 

Excitement 
Frustration; 

Trust 
Murderous 

rage 
Gratitude, 

Relief 

Decisive 
Action (D) 

Fled and hid 

1) Called his 
shot; 

2) Ran 
toward the 

giant; 
3) Killed the 

giant 

1) Refuses 
David’s offer; 

2) Tries to 
arm him. 

Put David in 
charge of the 

army 

Tried to kill 
David 

1) Declared 
allegiance to 

David; 
2) Made 
covenant 

with David; 
3) Protected 

David 

Urged David 
to dispatch 

Saul 

1) Spared 
Saul; 

2)Confronted 
Saul; 

3) Stayed 
away from 

Saul 

Set out to 
wipe out 

Nabal and his 
men 

1) Repented; 
2) Praised 

God; 
3) Reversed 

course; 
4) Married 

Abigail 

 


